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SUIJI-SLP Experience

Faculty of Agricultural Technology, Gadjah Mada University

Bedri Sekar Nurmadhani
Ainan (Sotodomari) Site (FY, 2016)

SUIJI-SLP program learnt me about many things, particularly on Ainan Site. My site is Ainan-cho
on Sotodomari village which has wall stone (ishigaki). There, I and the other members joined
Zizoubon festival, Toro-nagashi, and also did wall stone making (ishizumi).

When we did ishizumi with local people, we learnt how to arrange stones to become ishigaki.
Nowadays ishigaki can be one of tourism place in Ainan Cho. Then, on the other day we joined
Zizou Bon festival and Toro-nagashi. Zizou Bon is a festival which held every summer in
Sotodomari. In this festival, people are dancing and singing on a circle, then other people giving
towels, snacks, and beverages. While Toro-nagashi is a ceremony to pray for passed away people
in this year. This ceremony started with driving boat to Kashima, an island near Sotodomari, then
waive toro to the sea. The next day, we had an event with 7 Minamiuwa High School Students.
From these activities I understand the characters of local people, how to communicate with others,
and know about Japanese lifestyle.

People in Sotodomari almost all elderly. The number of houses and people in Sotodomari are
always decreasing because younger people moving to the city to earn money or study. And
sometimes, those people are not coming back until they get old. This situation happen
apprehensively. The village should not be only a place to spend the old days, but also be a place to
work or treat the resources there.

By joining SUIJI-SLP Program, I'd like to be a better person for myself, my neighborhood, and my
country. Japan is famous with its modernity, included being modern on how they manage garbage,
traffic, and the good characteristics they have. They also apply local wisdom that can be develop
as the time being. Japan is also famous with the beauty of its culture and places. By joining this
program, I can see with my own eyes how beautiful Japan and all the things it has. I also want to
imitate all the good characters they have and apply all those good things in my life to make
changed for my neighborhood nor my country.

Japan, which also Asian, has different culture, m%wg% P {4

life style, and habit with Indonesia. Japanese

are always being punctual in every situation.
With appreciating time, we will make more
worth things. Japanese also more careful and
their responsibilities are high. Now after
joined SUIJI-SLP Program, I'd like to have
those characters on myself. Because those
characters are good enough to be had and
simple but applicable in every situation.
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To Become a Servant Leader

Bogor Agricultural University

Muhammad Naufal Rauf Ibrahim
Komobuchi site (FY, 2013), Tegal site (FY, 2013)

It was a great opportunity to join SUIJI-SLP both in Japan and Indonesia. When I joined
SUIJI-SLP, I was so impressed with the idea about being a servant leader. To become a leader
that serves the people and aware their problems also their potentials. This kind of leadership is
rare among peoples, and this program helped me to find a way to become a servant leader by
learning and service to the communities in the rural area.

With Indonesian and Japanese friends, we came to Komobuchi on summer season at 2013, and I
was very surprised. Komobuchi is very beautiful and I really excited to do service learning in
there. We did so many things like creating the potato field, opening café, and joining Bon-odori
festival. But the most thing I learnt is when we talked to villagers and started to understand
their problem in Komobuchi site. When we are leaving the village, I was grieving because I
could not interact much to them.

When the Japanese came to Indonesia and started the activities in Tegal site at 2014, my
Japanese friends were very surprised especially about waste management and the number of
children in the village. In Tegal site, there is a garbage management called “Bank Sampah”,
which allowed you turn the garbage into money. Also in Japan, the numbers of children in the
village are relatively few. By borrowing the —

Japanese point of view, I started to see the around
in the different way. This was probably my start
to understand how to become a servant leader.
Not only that, by joining this program I could
make friends with students from Japan. They are
very funny, helpful, and active. I am very enjoyed
every moment I talk with them. They are also
helping me to studies Japanese, thanks to them I
able to passed JLPT N2 test.

After I am graduated from Bogor Agricultural
University, I continued my study in Kyushu
University. Vast experiences I got from SUIJI-SLP
were very helpful so I could go to Japan as a
master student. Looking for forward to meet my

friends in Japan and visit Komobuchi again!

_1m_
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The Contributive Experience of SUIJI-SLP

Hasanuddin University

Muhammad Taufik Gaffar
Kashiwajima site (FY, 2013)

SUIJI-SLP is a program that is very pleasant and helpful. During the course of the program, I
learned a lot about rural conditions in Japan, especially in Kashiwajima. The program is filled
with social activities involving not only students, but also the local community. Our presence in
Kasiwajima was warmly welcomed by the local community. I was very happy when doing
activities, because the enthusiasm of the committee and the community in supporting of our
activities was so great and full of hospitality.

In my activity and interaction, I am also practiced for more open mind and flexible and to
strengthen tolerance, because the participants of the program are from Six universities origin of
Two different countries which are have so many differences in both languages, customs, and
cultures. It was very important to adjust quickly and adapted to interact with someone else. In
fact, although the diversity of differences, we were able to complete the programs as well as we
planed. Cultural differences make us want to exchange information about our own culture,
therefore we make a night of culture and inviting local people to come on the show. Not only
chatting, but in the event we also made a typical snack from Indonesia and dancing together.
During three weeks with other students, unpredictable feeling increasingly bonded as a
friendship, many things we did together well it's sad, or happy, we were always together. That's
why we were so difficult to say goodbye each other.

Lots of experience I have gained during the program. In addition to finding new friends and
experiences, indirect communication skills and my confidence increased, and that's what I keep
in my daily life, both in the sociable environment, and the work environment.

I am currently working as a staff of administration and finance at one of the companies
belonging to the Government of
Indonesia which is engaged in the
Staple Food. In addition, with this
experience, I was entrusted by the
company to represent conduct
Supervision staple food in India for
one month.

I really hope can join with SUIJI
again and meet up with friends in
Japan. SUIJI-SLP is a really valuable
to me. Thanks SUIJL
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